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HOUSE BI LL 1748

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Morris, Van Luven, Quall, Kessler, Sheldon,
Ander son, Buck, Cooper, Dunn, Hatfield, Thonpson and O Brien

Read first time 02/07/97. Referred to Committee on Trade & Economnic
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Rel ating to fostering econonm c devel opnent t hrough i ncreased
maritime trade conpetitiveness; anmendi ng RCW88. 02. 030, 88.02. 040, and
88. 02. 050; and adding a new section to chapter 88.02 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 88.02 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent may issue a cruise permt for a vessel that has
been i ssued a valid nunber under federal |aw or by an approved i ssuing
authority of the state of principal operation if the vessel:

(a) I's owed by a person who is not a resident of this state as
defined in RCW46. 16. 028 and who does not reside in this state; and

(b) I's not used in conducting a nontransitory business activity
within the state.

(2) The cruise permit may be valid for a maximum period of one
hundred twenty days and only two cruise permts per vessel may be
i ssued in any cal endar year.

Sec. 2. RCWS88.02.030 and 1991 c 339 s 30 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
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Vessel registration is required under this chapter except for the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Mlitary or public vessels of the United States, except
recreational -type public vessels;

(2) Vessels owned by a state or subdivision thereof, used
principally for governnmental purposes and clearly identifiable as such;

(3) Vessels either (a) registered or nunbered under the |laws of a
country other than the United States; or (b) having a valid United
States custons service cruising license issued pursuant to 19 C F. R
Sec. 4.94,

(4) Vessels that have been issued a valid nunber under federal |aw
or by an approved issuing authority of the state of principal
oper ati on. However, a vessel that is validly registered in another
state but that is renoved to this state for principal use is subject to
regi stration under this chapter. The issuing authority for this state
shall recognize the validity of the nunbers previously issued for a
period of sixty days after arrival in this state and for the period
during which a vessel has a valid cruise permt issued under section 1

of this act;

(5) Vessels owned by a resident of another state if the vessel is
| ocated upon the waters of this state exclusively for repairs or
reconstruction, or any testing related to the repair or reconstruction
conducted in this state if an enployee of the repair facility is on
board the vessel during any testing: PROVIDED, That any vessel owned
by a resident of another state is |located upon the waters of this state
exclusively for repairs, reconstruction or testing for a period | onger
than sixty days, that the nonresident shall file an affidavit with the
departnent of revenue verifying the vessel is |ocated upon the waters
of this state for repair, reconstruction or testing and shall continue
tofile such affidavit every sixty days thereafter, while the vessel is
| ocated upon the waters of this state exclusively for repairs,
reconstruction or testing;

(6) Vessels equipped with propul sion machinery of |ess than ten
hor sepower that:

(a) Are owned by the owner of a vessel for which a valid vesse
nunber has been issued;

(b) Display the nunmber of that nunbered vessel followed by the
suffix "1" in the manner prescribed by the departnent; and
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(c) Are used as a tender for direct transportation between that
vessel and the shore and for no other purpose;

(7) Vessels under sixteen feet in overall |ength which have no
propul sion machinery of any type or which are not used on waters
subject to the jurisdiction of the United States or on the high seas
beyond the territorial seas for vessels owned in the United States and
are powered by propul sion machinery of ten or | ess horsepower;

(8) Vessels with no propul sion machinery of any type for which the
primary node of propul sion is human power;

(9) Vessels which are tenporarily in this state undergoing repair
or alteration;

(10) Vessels primarily engaged in commerce which have or are
required to have a valid marine docunent as a vessel of the United
States. Commercial vessels which the departnent of revenue determ nes
have the external appearance of vessels which would otherw se be
required to register under this chapter, nust display decals issued
annual |y by the departnent of revenue that indicate the vessel’s exenpt
status; and

(11) Vessels primarily engaged in commerce which are owned by a
resident of a country other than the United States.

Sec. 3. RCWS88.02.040 and 1989 c 393 s 12 are each amended to read
as foll ows:

The departnment shall provide for the issuance of vesse
regi strations and cruise permts and may appoi nt agents for collecting
fees and issuing registration nunbers and decals. Fees for vessel

registrations and cruise permts collected by the director shall be
deposited in the general fund: PROVI DED, That any anount above one
m llion one hundred thousand dol |l ars per fiscal year shall be allocated
to counties by the state treasurer for boating safety/education and | aw
enf orcenment prograns. Eligibility for such allocation shall be
conti ngent upon approval of the local boating safety program by the
state parks and recreation comm ssion. Fund allocation shall be based
on the nunbers of registered vessels by county of nporage. Each
benefiting county shall be responsible for equitable distribution of
such allocation to other jurisdictions with approved boating safety
progranms within said county. Any fees not allocated to counties due to
t he absence of an approved boating safety program shall be allocated
to the commssion for awards to local governnents to offset |aw
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enforcenent and boating safety inpacts of boaters recreating in
jurisdictions other than where registered.

Sec. 4. RCWS88.02.050 and 1993 ¢ 244 s 38 are each anended to read
as follows:

Application for a vessel registration or cruise permt shall be
made to the departnent or its authorized agent in the manner and upon
forms prescribed by the departnment. The application shall state the
name and address of each owner of the vessel and such other information
as may be required by the departnent, shall be signed by at |east one
owner, and shall be acconpanied by a vessel registration fee of ten
dollars and fifty cents per year and the excise tax inposed under
chapter 82.49 RCWor a cruise permt fee of two hundred fifty doll ars.
Any fees required for |icensing agents under RCW46. 01. 140 shall be in
addition to the ten dollar and fifty cent annual registration fee.

Upon recei pt of the application and the registration or permt fee,
the departnment shall assign a registration or cruise permt nunber and
issue a decal for each vessel. The registration or cruise permt

nunber and decal shall be issued and affixed to the vessel in a manner
prescribed by the departnent consistent wth the standard nunbering
system for vessels set forth in volune 33, part 174, of the code of
federal regulations. A valid decal affixed as prescribed shall
i ndi cate conpliance with the annual registration requirenents of this
chapter.

The vessel registrations and decals are valid for a period of one
year, except that the director of licensing may extend or dimnish
vessel registration periods, and the decals therefor, for the purpose
of staggered renewal periods. For registration periods of nore or |ess
t han one year, the departnent nmay coll ect prorated annual registration
fees and excise taxes based upon the nunber of nonths in the
regi stration period. Vessel registrations are renewabl e every year in
a manner prescribed by the departnent upon paynment of the vessel
registration fee and excise tax. Upon renewi ng a vessel registration,
the departnent shall issue a new decal to be affixed as prescribed by
t he departnent.

When the departnent issues either a notice to renew a vesse
registration or a decal for a new or renewed vessel registration, it
shal |l al so provide information on the | ocation of marine oil recycling
t anks and sewage hol di ng tank punping stations. This information w |
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be provided to the departnent by the state parks and recreation
commssion in a form ready for distribution. The form wll be
devel oped and prepared by the state parks and recreation conmm ssion
wi th the cooperation of the departnent of ecol ogy. The departnent, the
state parks and recreation comm ssion, and the departnent of ecol ogy
shall enter into a nenorandum of agreenent to inplenent this process.
A person acquiring a vessel from a dealer or a vessel already
validly registered under this chapter shall, within fifteen days of the
acqui sition or purchase of the vessel, apply to the departnent or its
authorized agent for transfer of the vessel registration, and the
application shall be acconpanied by a transfer fee of one dollar.

~-- END ---
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